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Illinois’ Statewide Breastfeeding Initiative
Creating the Blueprint for Breastfeeding 
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HealthConnect One (formerly Chicago Health Connection), the Illinois Department of Human Services, the Illinois WIC Program, and the University of Illinois School of Public Health are collaborating on a new statewide initiative to create a strategic plan for increasing successful breastfeeding and decreasing disparities in breastfeeding rates across the state.

This public-private partnership will begin with an analysis of existing and emerging data to identify demographic trends in statewide breastfeeding rates, and to prioritize areas in which our efforts should be focused.  A series of conversations around the state will engage stakeholders in critical thinking about existing efforts and the need for new strategies.  Finally, in 2011, HealthConnect One will incorporate both the data analysis and the strategic conversations in the publication of a Blueprint for Breastfeeding, which will point the way toward decreasing demographic disparities in breastfeeding initiation and duration in Illinois.
This is a critical moment in the economic and political status of our state and our country.  It has never been more important to invest in effective strategies to promote health and prevent disease.  A data-driven, inclusive process of critical analysis around the promotion and support of breastfeeding is a critical step for a healthy future for Illinois.
Thanks to the generous financial support of Polk Bros. Foundation for making this project possible.
