
 

 

November XX, 2018 
 
The Honorable Paul Ryan   The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Speaker     Majority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives  U.S. Senate  
Washington, DC 20515   Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi   The Honorable Charles Schumer 
Minority Leader    Minority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20515   Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Speaker Ryan, Minority Leader Pelosi, Majority Leader McConnell, and Minority Leader 
Schumer: 
 
Our organizations commend the Congressional support to advance legislation – H.R. 1318/S. 
1112 – to reduce maternal mortality in the United States.  We urge you to move swiftly to bring 
the legislation for a vote in the House of Representatives and the Senate before the end of this 
calendar year.  

Our nation faces a growing crisis in maternal health. More women die from pregnancy-related 
complications in the United States than in any other developed country, and the rate of 
maternal deaths continues to rise. Major disparities in maternal mortality exist, with black 
women three to four times more likely than white women to die during pregnancy or shortly 
after birth. Moreover, for every maternal death that occurs, an estimated 100 other women 
suffer severe complications of pregnancy or childbirth. We must act now – in the 115th 
Congress – to reverse this trend and save mothers’ lives.  

This important legislation is the beginning of a longer-term solution toward eradicating 
preventable maternal death and improving maternal and infant health in the United States.  
The legislation will accelerate progress toward ensuring that every state has a high-functioning 
process for identifying the causes of maternal mortality and working across communities to 
implement solutions.  

The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee has already unanimously 
approved S. 1112. The leadership of the House Energy and Commerce Committee’s Health 
Subcommittee expressed bipartisan support during a September 2018 hearing on H.R. 1318 for 
passing the bill this year. Congress is on the cusp of sending legislation to the President’s desk 
that will equip the United States with the tools it needs to tackle this problem and move the 
country forward in addressing the growing maternal mortality crisis.  

We strongly urge you to bring H.R. 1318/S. 1112 to the House and Senate floor for a full vote 
before the end of this calendar year.   

 



 

 

Sincerely, 

American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists  
Association of Maternal & Child Health Programs  
March of Dimes  
Preeclampsia Foundation  
Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine 
 
 
 

cc:  
The Honorable Greg Walden, Chair, House Committee on Energy and Commerce;  
The Honorable Frank Pallone, Ranking Member, House Committee on Energy and Commerce; 
The Honorable Lamar Alexander, Chair, Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions;  
The Honorable Patty Murray, Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions 

 
 
 

 


